
A two-way bus route on Manners Street (with buses 
only travelling through what is now Manners Mall)

Re-routing buses through Manners Mall would restore the original 
Golden Mile public transport route.  Trams and then buses used 
this route until the late 1970s when Manners Mall was built. Since 
then northbound buses have used Dixon and Manners Street west 
(Willis Street end) while southbound buses have run along Mercer 
Street, Wakefi eld Street, lower Cuba Street and Manners Street east 
(Courtenay Place end). 

Over the last few months, the City Council has been considering 
options to simplify the bus routes through this part of town and 
the preferred option is to alter Manners Mall and once again 
allow buses to travel between Courtenay Place and Willis Street 
via Manners Street. The plan is supported by Greater Wellington 
Regional Council, the New Zealand Transport Agency and bus 
operators.

The route is more direct and will improve bus journey times 
because it has fewer diffi cult turns. It would also make it easier for 
visitors and others to work out where to catch a bus. International 
best practice is to try to have bus routes in each direction on the 
same roads.

This proposal would signifi cantly change the existing look and feel 
of Manners Mall. 

A roadway would be re-established through the mall with wide 
paved footpaths on either side similar to those at the Willis Street 
end of Manners Street (see cover photo). 

The proposed changes are expected to have benefi ts for 
businesses, bus users, pedestrians and cyclists.  

Two-way traffi c in Manners Street west

Manners Street between Victoria and Willis streets is currently a 
one-way street, with two lanes heading west to the intersection 
of Boulcott and Willis streets.  It is proposed this portion of 
Manners Street would become two-way, along with the section 
of Willis Street between Mercer Street and the Boulcott/Manners 
Street intersection.  Only buses would be able to travel west 
towards Willis Street while all traffi c would be able to travel in 
the other direction. Traffi c light phasing at the Boulcott/Willis 
intersection would change to provide a ‘bus only’ phase (for buses 
turning from Manners into Willis Street) as well as phases for 
general traffi c turning in other directions.  

A consequence of these changes is that traffi c would no longer be 
able to turn into Manners Street from Victoria Street. Drivers would 
have to drive further up Victoria Street and turn at either Dixon or 
Ghuznee streets.

The main changes being proposed
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Re-routing buses through Manners Mall would 
restore the original Golden Mile public transport 
route. Trams and then buses used this route until 
the late 1970s when Manners Mall was built.

Relocated bus stops

Existing bus stops on Dixon Street, Manners Street and lower Cuba 
Street would be repositioned to provide a north and southbound 
stop.  Initial thinking is that the stops could be positioned either 
side of the Cuba Street/Manners Street intersection close to Civic 
Square.  Potential also exists to move the northbound stop on 
Willis Street, currently outside the Grand Arcade, further up Willis 
Street. There would no longer be bus stops in Dixon Street, in 
Manners Street outside the ANZ or in lower Cuba Street. 
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Tell us what you think. Wellington City Council would like your feedback on proposals for the area between Taranaki Street 
and Willis Street and also Courtenay Place. These plans include re-routing buses through Manners Mall, lowering the speed 
limit in Manners Street and Courtenay Place from 50kmh to 30kmh and putting traffi c lights on the three pedestrian crossings 
in Courtenay Place. Fill out this feedback form and post it back to us by Friday 5 December (no stamp required) or comment 
online at www.Wellington.govt.nz

Personal information will be used for the administration of the consultation process and may be made public. All information collected will be held by 
Wellington City Council, 101 Wakefi eld Street, Wellington, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Submission form

First name(s) 

Last name 

Street address

Phone      Email

I am writing this submission (tick box) 

        as an individual

        on behalf of an organisation Name of organisation

Would you like to present your submission to the Committee considering the proposal?

        Yes

        No

What do you think about the idea of opening Manners Mall to buses?

What do you think about the possible long-term changes to Dixon, lower Cuba, Victoria, Wakefi eld and Mercer streets?

Please turn over
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