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5 Definitions 

 In this Policy: 

 Actual increased demand means the demand created by the most intensive non 
residential use(s) likely to become established in the development within 10 years 
from the date of the application. 

 Allotment has the meaning given to it in section 218(2) of the Resource 
Management Act 1991, and 'lot' has the same meaning. 

 Community facilities mean reserves, network infrastructure or community 
infrastructure for which development contributions may be required in accordance 
with section 199 of the Local Government Act 2002. 

 Community infrastructure means: 

(a) land, or development assets on land, owned or controlled by the Council to 
provide public amenities; and 

(b) includes land that the Council will acquire for that purpose. 

 Development means: 

(a) any subdivision or other development that generates a demand for reserves, 
network infrastructure, or community infrastructure; but 

(b) does not include the pipes or lines of a network utility operator. 

 Development contribution means a contribution: 

(a) provided for in this Policy; and 

(b) calculated in accordance with the methodology. 

 Development Contribution Policy means this Policy on development contributions 
included in the Council’s long term council community plan (LTCCP)  under section 
102(4) (d) of the Local Government Act 2002. 

 Equivalent Household Unit ('EHU') means: 

Type of development: EHU assessment based on: 
Residential development   1 EHU per household unit (other than a one-

bedroom household unit) 
Fee simple subdivision  1 EHU per allotment  
Non residential 
development 

 1 EHU for every 55m2 of gfa 

  

 Greenfield development means:  a proposal that creates new residential or rural 
residential areas, and without limiting this definition in anyway, includes residential 
or rural residential development on land that was zoned rural, or open space.  It also 
includes land that was zoned residential within the land areas to which appendices 12 
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to 14 and 16 to 22 apply in the operative District Plan as at 1 July 2005.1 For the 
avoidance of doubt, developments falling within this definition are also required to 
pay citywide and catchment based (ie local) reserves.   

 Gross floor area (gfa) is the sum of all floors of all buildings on a site, measured 
from the face of exterior walls, or from the centre lines of walls separating two 
buildings.  In particular, gross floor area includes: 

▪ lobbies at each floor 
▪ floor space in interior balconies and mezzanines 
▪ all other floor space not specifically excluded. 

The gross floor area of a building shall not include: 
▪ elevator shafts and stairwells 
▪ uncovered stairways 
▪ floor space in terraces(open or roofed), external balconies, breezeways, porches 
▪ areas used for vehicle parking and vehicle circulation, lift towers and machinery 

rooms 
▪ switchboard areas / plant rooms. 

 Household unit means a home or residence that is a self-contained unit includes 
kitchen and bathroom facilities of any nature and is physically separated, or capable 
of being separated, from any other household unit. 

 Methodology means the methodology for calculating development contributions set 
out in schedule 13 to the Local Government Act 2002. 

 Network infrastructure means the provision of roads and other transport, water, 
wastewater, and stormwater collection and management. 

 Network utility operator has the meaning given to it by section 166 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

 Non residential development means any development that falls outside the 
definition of residential development in this policy. 

One-bedroom household unit means a household unit that has not more than two 
rooms excluding a kitchen, laundry, bathroom, toilet or any room used solely as an 
entranceway, passageway or garage . This includes studio apartments. 

 Residential development means the development of premises for any domestic or 
related purpose for use by persons living in the premises alone or in family and /or 
non-family groups (whether any person is subject to care, supervision or not), and 
residential activity has the same meaning.  For the avoidance of doubt, residential 
development does not include: 

 work from home, hotels, motels, camping grounds, motor camps or other 
premises where residential accommodation for five or more travellers is offered 
at a daily tariff; or 

 rest homes, hostel accommodation or similar premises that provide shared or 
communal facilities (and residential activity, and use, has the same meaning). 

 
1  For example, if land to be developed was zoned rural in the District Plan as of 1 July 2005 the subdivision will be treated under the 

Development Contributions policy as a ‘Greenfield development’. 
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 Service connection means a physical connection to a service provided by, or on 
behalf of, the Council. 


