
APPENDIX 4:

Section 32 Report 

PROPOSED DISTRICT PLAN CHANGE 34: GENERAL 

MINOR AMENDMENTS TO DISTRICT PLAN TEXT 

AND MAPS 

1. Introduction  

Section 32 of the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act) stipulates a requirement 

to consider alternatives and assess the benefits and costs of adopting any objective, 

policy, rule, or method in the District Plan. This Plan Change proposes to make 

general minor amendments to the District Plan in order to ensure its smooth 

functioning. Due to the nature of the proposed amendments there are only limited 

options available and this report has been prepared to address the section 32 

requirements.  

2. Context 

The purpose of the Resource Management Act 1991 (the Act) is to promote the 

sustainable management of natural and physical resources. This places a mandate on 

Council to amend the District Plan, if required. 

The District Plan is the primary vehicle for achieving the purpose of the Act. It 

provides for the management of activities in the Wellington City District through 

objectives, policies and rules.

No alterations are proposed to the existing objectives and policies through this 

proposed Plan Change.  This Plan Change relates primarily to amending the District 

Plan planning maps, including zone changes and corrections of errors, and the text of 

some rules of the District Plan.

3. Process & Consultation 

The process which led to the development of this Plan Change dates back to 27 July 

2000 when the District Plan became operative. Since that time the District Plan team 

has collected a wide range of anomalies identified in the District Plan maps, planning 

zones and text.

Consultation has been undertaken with residents directly affected by the proposed 

District Plan Change in order to clarify the matters subject to this Plan Change and to 

identify potential challenges at an early stage. Letters to affected parties have been 



sent out between late August and October 2004. About 10 per cent of those contacted 

responded to the letter.  Most respondents requested more detailed information on 

land use zoning under the Wellington District Plan. The vast majority of respondents 

were in full support of the proposed Plan Change.

Consultation, in accordance with the 1st Schedule of the RMA 

Ministry for the Environment  

Tenths Trust (Te Atiawa) 

Te Runanga O Toa Rangatira Inc

Greater Wellington (Regional Council) 

Department of Conservation 

4. Options 

The following three tables provide an analysis of the pros and cons of the proposed 

amendments to zoning (Table 1), District Plan maps (Table 2) and rules (Table 3) to 

assess the efficiency, effectiveness and appropriateness of the proposed Plan Change. 

Only two options have been considered for this assessment due to the nature of these 

proposed minor amendments: do nothing or to amend the District Plan as proposed.  

Instead of assessing the selected cases individually, a cost/benefit and appropriateness 

assessment has been undertaken for each subject group: zone changes, map 

corrections and amendment of District Plan rules. 
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6.0 Conclusion 

This Plan Change proposes the implementation of minor District Plan amendments to 

land use zones, District Plan maps and rules. These changes provide an opportunity to 

resolve anomalies and inconsistencies throughout the District Plan. 

The assessment shows that there are only limited options available due to the nature of 

this Plan Change. By adopting the recommended option, Council would facilitate the 

ongoing improvement of the District Plan that allows its smooth functioning. 


