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SUBMISSION RE RESTORING THE CITY’S GOLDEN MILE

Submitter : Robert Thompson Burch

Address : 35 Kano St, Karori, Telephone 476 4400, email :

artybees@actrix.co.nz

Submission : I am opposed to the WCC proposals, in particular the plan to re-route north bound

buses from Dixon Street to Manners St East, but also the re-routing of buses through
Manners Mall. I have no objection to the plan to install lights on more pedestrian

crossings in Courtenay Place.

Reasons for my objections are as follows —

1.

As the founder and still a shareholder in Arty Bee’s Books Ltd, in The Oaks Complex,
Manners Street, I fear for the future viability of our business for the reasons detailed in
the submissions from the Company. I reiterate our concern about the long distances that
customers will have to carry cartons of books they wish to sell to us. This will reduce our

access to one of our major sources of stock, as well as making access much more

7 dangerous for clients, with crossing of two lanes of bus and car traffic resulting from the

removal of parking from close proximity to our shop.

Bus stops per se are not friendly places, and at peak time in particular, crowded
pavements will adversely restrict visibility of our window displays, which are of major
importance to our business. Fumes from diesel buses will always be a problem from a
health point of view of customers in the shop, as well as our own staff. ‘

After dark bus stops tend to attract vagrants and undesirables, causing concern for the
safety of staff, usually female, and evening customers who regularly come into the shop
as a warm haven during our evening hours of trading, when we remain open till 8 or 9pm
each evening,

2. As aratepayer of the city for many years, I object to the spending of our precious
funds on a project which does not appear to have any financial advantages, will cause
untold disruption to the centre of the city for many months, and achieve a minimum
saving of travel time for buses between The Railway Station and Courtenay Place.

3. The time and money spent on the construction of Manners Mall, not so many years
ago, should not be wasted just for the sake of change. I am old enough to remember the
old Manners Street, with trams in both directions, and as I recall there was often
congestion, and trams were much narrower than today’s buses.

4. As stated at the beginning of my submissions, I am strongly opposed to the proposals

as far as they involve changes to the bus routes, and consequent changes to bus stops.

I trust you will consider my views, and listen carefully to the oral submissions presented by my

managers on behalf of Arty Bees Books Ltd.
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